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TECHNICAL CIRCULAR No. 161 of 7th December 2013 
 

To:  All Surveyors/Auditors 

Applicable 
to flag: 

 All Flags 

Subject: Increase of violations ref. requirements to comminute food waste 

Reference             MARPOL Annex V 

 
MARPOL Annex V – Increase of violations re requirement to communicate food waste 
 
The Japan P&I Club informs about increase of violations of the requirement to comminute food 
waste prior to discharge in a special area regarding MARPOL Annex V. 
 
The revised MARPOL Annex V, which came into force on 1 January 2013, designates some 
areas as special areas to be considered to have more sensitive ecosystems than others and 
imposes tougher conditions for the discharge of food waste from ships in those areas. Ships 
within the special areas are only permitted to discharge food waste capable of passing through 
a screen with an opening no greater than 25mm and which has been passed through a 
comminuter or grinder. Ships are not allowed to discharge food waste which has not been 
comminuted or ground.  
 
US Coast Guard reported that there has been an increase in the number of violations of the 
Marpol Annex V, Regulation 6 requirements to comminute food waste prior to discharge in the 
Gulf of Mexico, which is one of the special areas. In many cases, the vessels have an updated 
Garbage Management Plan on board and posters which provide notification of the new 
provisions of Marpol Annex V.  
However, the ships' crews are not fully aware of the obligations of the Marpol Annex V and 
have not been complying with the Garbage Management Plan, resulting in the violations of the 
regulations. 
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REFERENCES:  
 

-  MARPOL Annex V Garbage            

ATTACHMENTS:  No. 
 

Kindest Regards, 

 
Cosmin Bozenovici 
Naval Architect – Conarina Technical Head Office 


